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against the issues now presented to Englishmen. He knew
Churchill loathed his policy, but fondly believed he loved his
person more. At the crunch he was sure he could count
on his influence, his diplomacy, and his sword. Meanwhile
master and servant dwelt in all their old familiarity, and
Churchill was constantly at the King's side in his bedroom,
at his toilet, behind his chair at meals, and on horseback beside
his carriage, just as he had been since he was a page.
How did this prolonged situation, with its many delicate,
repugnant, and irreconcilable features, affect his inner mind?
Was he distressed or was he indifferent about his personal
relations with the King ? On the surface he showed no trace
of embarrassment. He possessed to a degree almost sublime
the prosaic gift of common sense. His sure judgment and
serene, dispassionate nature enabled him, amid the most
baffling problems of interest and duty, to dwell inwardly
and secretly at peace with his gravely taken decisions ; and,
of course, without further self-questionings to take in due
season all measures necessary to render them effectual.
The personalities which warm our hearts often cast much
away from sentiment or compunction. Not so this man.
He made up his mind with cold, humane sagacity, and a
profound weighing of all the largest and smallest circum-
stances : and thenceforward he faced obloquy, if it were
inevitable, as calmly as the ordinary chances of battle, after
all had been done to prepare victory with the least loss of
life. From the beginning of 1686 onward he was resolved
to resist his master's designs. He saw in the Prince of Orange
the agent who alone could bring in the indispensable armed
power. He made his choice, if the worst should happen, to
quit James and join William. He saw that the importance
of his part in such a conflict would be measured by his
influence over the Princess Anne and by his authority in the
Army. If the hour of action should strike, he meant to use
both potent factors to achieve, as smoothly and reasonably as
possible, the public purpose and success of the course he had
chosen.
In modern times such decisions would not be required.
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